Notes

1. From Student to Burra Sahib
1. Quote Investigator, https://quoteinvestigator.com/2014/03/29/ sharp-axe/
2. Dr C. Rangarajan, then deputy governor of RBI and popular Professor of Economics at IIMA taught me a course on macroeconomics, titled, “Economic Analysis for Business Planning”. Later, he served as Governor RBI from 1992 to 1997. He was also the Chairman of PM’s Economic Advisory Council during 2005-08 and again from 2009-2014, with the rank of a Cabinet Minister.
3. Charles Metcalfe was a British colonial administrator. He served as Acting Governor General of India, Governor of Jamaica and Governor General of the Province of Canada
4. The Indian Code of Criminal Procedure 1974 stated that the District Magistrate is the head of the criminal administration of the district.
5. Derived from Hotel Charleville in Mussoorie which was taken over in 1959 to set up the IAS Training Academy.
6. A red line beyond which entry was barred
7. Literally meaning ‘flew away with’ in Hindi
8. Local brew
9. Educational tour of various parts of India
10. Having the backing of the people.

2. From Governance to the Gallows
1. Officer responsible for collecting revenue and performing other government functions at the sub-district or tehsil level. This is a position that has continued since the British times.
2. A term derived from Arabic meaning central or main.
3. District Panchayat or District Development Council is the third tier of the Panchayat Raj or Local Self Government system adopted by India and functions at the district level. It is an elected body representing the entire rural area of the district. The other two tiers are Block Samiti or Block Development Council and
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the Village or Gram Panchayat headed by the Gram Pradhan or Village Headman.
4. Public Works Department of the state.
5. Provincial Civil Service, the premier UP state civil service
6. Union Public Service Commission, the federal agency that selects IAS officers
7. Formal meeting with the public.
8. A term of affectionate regard meaning mother and father
9. Head Clerk or Office Superintendent who supervised the entire clerical staff in the District Collectorate.
10. An informal title given to IAS trainee officers in UP derived from the designation Joint Magistrate used in colonial times.
11. King or monarch.
12. Hard working and active officer.
13. Courtier.
14. Large-hearted.
15. Kanpur, Allahabad, Varanasi, Agra, Lucknow
16. An emperor has made the beautiful Taj Mahal to give the world a symbol of love
17. An emperor has used his wealth to mock the love of the poor
18. I have done wrong. Goodbye!

3. A Blunderer in Babuland
1. ‘UP’s excise revenue at Rs 47,600 cr in 2023-24, 15.39% growth: Nitin Agarwal’, The Economic Times, 3 April 2024, https://retail. economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/food-entertainment/grocery/ united-spirits-gets-tax-demand-for-rs-5-51-crore/108978821

5. Three CMs and a PM
1. BrainyQuote, https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/ross_perot_ 159907? cf_chl_rt_tk=nDczaMQbayXCK55hI_SOnvjnva O58H7USi8TflmN5CA-1781779392-1.0.1.1-KaB6E5HSb6 MHRvf0pbNySbCWFVZ.LMFLH2vSlAp8.H8
2. Tractor and trolley with 6 pieces double barrel breach loading guns handed over to Station House Officer (Police Inspector in-charge of the police station)
3. Panditji was very upset with your behaviour
4. Would you like to continue in Ballia?


5. If the DM continues
6. I don’t know whether your decision was right. But what you did was great!
7. Elected village chief
8. Influential village-level, revenue functionary who maintained and updated revenue records including the record of land rights or ownership
9. If there is a mishap I should not be held responsible
10. I am a graduate of the Kalyan Singh era
11. US-India Business Council
12. The others are Principal Secretaries, why is he a Secretary?
13. Have you posted him?
14. I am the one who posts all IAS and PCS officers
15. You made Devraj the DM of Bareilly?
16. You do not understand how sensitive Bareilly is for me. You have sent a man to whom no one listens.
17. Chief Medical Officer/Chief Medical Superintendent
18. Even a peon does not listen to him
19. Deepak wants to go to Government of India? Give him 2-3 more departments
20. state of BSNL/MTNL
21. A government-owned airline which was sick
22. Universal Service Obligation Fund

6. Ministers and Governors
1. Police deployment to ensure crowd control and disruption of the VVIP’s programme
2. Murderer of democracy, Governor go back!
3. Excellency
4. Colloquial Hindi term derived from the English ‘Lord’ and Arabic, Saheb or ‘Master’. Historically used by Indians during British rule to refer to high ranking officers like Governors, Governors-General or Viceroys. Refers to VVIPs or persons with immense authority. Also used sarcastically for someone who is pampered, entitled or acts like a Lord.
5. Visitors or anyone seeking a meeting. Also used for ceremonial callers-on
6. A petty sum of money given as a gratuity for rendering a service
7. You will explain the legal position to me? Has anything been


conveyed from the top?
8. Sir, the Principal Secretary to PM had called on phone. FM Arun Jaitley had called me over and in the discussion with him Attorney General Rohatgi was also present. He had also seen the draft.
9. Okay, okay. Leave the file. Let me see.
10. A weak jat (a clan of western UP that dominates the rural economy and polity) and a broken bed are no good for anyone
11. Basic Shiksha Adhikari or District Education Officer
12. Times of India dated !6 January, 2013 and India Today 23 January,
2013

7. Good Guys Do Not Always Come Last
1. Quote Origin: Be the Change You Wish To See in the World – Quote Investigator®
2. You are ruling because of the Ram temple movement and the construction of the temple will happen by God’s grace and is not dependent on you
3. Home cooked food from mother’s hand
4. He learnt everything but cleverness/being diplomatic.
5. Martin Niemoller’s following words, which I paraphrased in my intervention at the GBM, found resonance with many.
‘First they came for the socialists, and I didn’t speak out as I was not a socialist;
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I didn’t speak out as I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I didn’t speak out as I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me. And there was no one left to speak for me.’
6. Learn to work with honest officers as well

8. Naming and Shaming
1. https://www.acton.org/research/lord-acton-quote-archive
2. The code of conduct in the IAS is clear about non-acceptance of favours by officers. The rules allow officers to accept small tokens of greetings on occasions like Diwali. Here too the phal-phool (fruit-flower) rule applies and the offering is expected to be a token of respect in the form of sweets or flowers or fruits. There is


zero tolerance of gifts of significant monetary value which cannot be accepted as a tribute (nazrana), thanksgiving (shukrana), for favours granted as a quid pro quo (mehentana), or extorted under duress (jabrana).
3. What do the youngsters know of our misdemeanors over the years
4. Times of India 21 April 2000, article by Biswajit Bannerjee, titled, “Who gave the names of the corrupt to Government”

9. What a Man He Was
1. Macbeth Quotes: The Corrupting Power of Unchecked Ambition Quotes | SparkNotes
2. If on the day of counting (of votes in the election) Behenji (Mayawati) is doing well, come to Lucknow. We will have to start work urgently
3. Tell Shekhar that he is a fool. His enemies are different
4. Shekhar has his favourites but you search out a good Brahmin officer for me

10. Innovations in Public Health Services
1. Socratic        Method,        https://www.socratic-method.com/quote-meanings-interpretations/albert-einstein-logic-will-get-you-from-a-to-b-imagination-will-take-you-everywhere
2. History of Science and Mathematics Stack Exchange https://hsm. stackexchange.com

11. Better Late Than Never
1. Traditional eatery
2. Village headman, pivot for implementing many development schemes at the grassroots
3. Boxed food delivery
4. State Institute of Education and Training of UP
5. Below poverty line
6. Schedule caste
7. CITATION
8. Department for International Development, the foreign aid agency of United Kingdom


9. CITATION
10. Issue dated 11 September 2006

12. Too Big to Fail
1. Note?????
2 ‘Lalit Bhanot angers nation with hygiene comment’, NDTV, 25 September 2010, https://www.ndtv.com/commonwealth-games/ lalit-bhanot-angers-nation-with-hygiene-comment-433035
3. CWG scam: EMAAR to be penalised Rs 183 crores for athletes village, NDTV, 20 October 2010, https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/cwg-scam-emaar-to-be-penalised-rs-183-crores-for-athletes-village-436772

13. 3G Spectrum Auctions
1. BrainyQuote,	https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/nelson_ mandela_378967
2. AUTHOR NOTE: I am in the US. The press cuttings are in my home in India. Will cite later by end of June
3. AUTHOR NOTE: I am in the US. The press cuttings are in my home in India. Will cite later by end of June
4. AUTHOR NOTE: I am in the US. The press cuttings are in my home in India. Will cite later by end of June
5. AUTHOR NOTE: I am in the US. The press cuttings are in my home in India. Will cite later by end of June

14. A Ticking Bomb at BSNL
1. Quote Investigator, https://quoteinvestigator.com/2014/09/14/ keep-going/
2. Anandita Singh Mankotia, ‘BSNL Expansion Plans Questioned’, The Financial Express, 25 December 2009, BSNL expansion plans questioned - Archive News | The Financial Express
3. Shalini singh, ‘Auctions are the most transparent way of distributing 2G spectrum’, The Times of India, 27 October 2007, https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/ Auctions-most-transparent-way-of-distributing-2G-spectrum/ articleshow/2493787.cms


‘DoT’s finance officials warn Rajaon indiscriminate issuance of letters of intent’, 27 December 2007.
‘TRAI slams telecom ministry, says it is cherry- picking the regulator’s recommendations in an unfair and misleading manner to award licences’, The Times of India, 17 January 2008, https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/ Telecom-regulator-slams-DoT/articleshow/2706294.cms Shalini Singh, ‘Raja ignores Trai suggestions, sticks to 2006 norms’, The Times of India, 28 December 2007, https:// timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Raja-ignores-Trai-suggestions-sticks-to-2006-licence-norms/ articleshow/2656654.cms
4. Interview to NDTV on 1 August 2012
5. TRAI annual report of FY 2006-07
6. Call Disconnect, Frontline Magazine, March11 2011, https:// frontline.thehindu.com
7. 	Anandita Singh Mankotia, ‘Bid that would have cost BSNL a bomb’, The Financial Express, 29 December 2009, https:// www.financialexpress.com/archive/bid-wouldve-cost-bsnl-a-bomb/570228/; ‘CVC to probe BSNL tender’, The Indian Express,
30 December 2009, https://indianexpress.com/article/news-archive/web/cvc-to-probe-bsnl-tender/

15. Reforms by Design
1. Rekhta, https://www.rekhta.org/ghazals/mire-junuun-kaa-natiija-zaruur-niklegaa-ameer-qazalbash-ghazals
2. 
3. DoT guidelines for radiation standards for telecom towers (base transreceiver stations) were ten times more stringent than the recommendations of the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protecton (ICNIRP) and the World Health Organization

16. A Crisis Looms
1. https://www.britannica.com/quotes/Lord-Byron-poet
2. Renamed Digital Communication Commission in 2018
3. Nivedita Mookerji, <ARTICLE TITLE>, Business Standard, 16 March 2017, <WEBLINK>
